closed,” [immy recounts. “He had already
had three heart attacks and 1 was worrled, |
witlkedd to BiEs brotlier-in-law s, whepe s
Becatbier, Albred, todel me lalin was desd, He
had died In his sleep, | couldn't believe it
Jhrimay whas devastated: at 39, John had been
like o secomd father to B, 1 was completely

Insi—emotionally crushed,” Thmmy said,

On His Own
This was a very low point in his life: not only
had he lost his best friend and his mentor,
bast through a poor business decision he also
jost the right 1o the D' Angelico name. Afjer
wieeks of mouming and with encouragement
fmom John's brotbeer, Alfred, Jimmy staced
doing repair work at the shop on Kenmare
Strept. It wasn't untll a vear later that he
fourd the confidence to build a guitar,

Thend ad been a set ol |::-|-.'-|:|.'||r iites sit-
ting In the shop fora vear. | took the sides
and completed the process, The instmument
that | macke was an exact D angelico Ellililr_
the only difference was that the headplece
reid ‘TF Agudsto.™

I 19635, Jimmy moved his shop o Hont-
ington, As the demand for bis guitars grew

ey did has conbdence as o builder, He b{'ﬁilﬂ
10 make cosmetic changes; redesigning head-
stocksand “F" holes, By experimenting with

the bridge, taflpiece, carving, neck anghe, eic,,

he also began o improve the performance of
the Instruments, Une of the first things
[imimy Stressed to me was, "just don't stop at
il WiYs |.'-1.||a;'ri-
ment." This is very evident from his work: he
repliced the metal tailpiece with an ebony
ke, then ok it & step furthers by making it
adjustable up and dewn and forward,

[he change in string tension and down-
ward pressire on the bridge modified

& Cerimn |'||.‘li|||. l."‘i'.l_ﬂ'l:'il'l!ll."'lll

If you see him,
opprooch with coutien
ond da nat

mistoke him

for hia brotherl

'
b o P = -
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B3 Twi Rirverb

thie tonal chamcieristie of the it

Another innovation of fmms
wity he enlarged the bridgd bass iy
an adjustable bricge free of metal N
team whicl ablosws full conbact he b
base and saddle, creating mose iR
tor the top of the instnement "o
expert on detailed scien e strugk ;
wood—I| never even considered 1R
not confined to rules, There are nod
riiles to my method of creating an Tt
ment. | build upon the ideas | HEsm 1 I.
beginning with John and the dise
makkis with my own instromenis.®

The Fender Years ]
Fender appriosched Thmmy o 15982 s
& lime of arch Lo Euritars, fimmy w .
closely on all facets of the projed and b
1983, the guitar line was ready 1o |."‘"_
acoustic Ultre and Sl
acousticlelectric Elve (with plywaoed |1:
back) wiere first produced In Japan:in
Femder decided 1o move the projecting
Cuistam Shop, -

Jimmy and 1 first started workingi Tt
in July of 1993, We began on the s
"i||r.|Li||E ko him was like speaking io 10
friend. He was very PR, WL ] iR
portive. He put me at ease right awnges
talking down to me but tilking to e
“butlder to builder.

limmy woulkd come oul (o the Cosems
Shop srhere we woulkd work ot detalies
thie finer points of making arch top n
Aslide from the knowledge the Custom SEs
received fnom Jimmy, the great thing m

duction. The 17"

that we gob o know .|i|1'.|:|:|:.' A% & persan
1 marvelous sense of humor and an o
e way with words.
Thongh hee Lived apart oo his Gl
ing the waek, he spent 0% [ weth th ._:
the weekends. They were in constam GiEss
riunication: | have never witnessed a clises
family than the ¥ hjuisbos. |Lmemy |'..'
at the age of 59, on Aprdl 17, 19095 in thE
middle of the night due (o complicaticeg
IEdrT r_'pi'll.‘||'-.'|" a disease from which he i
suffered since his early twenties
Jimmy wasa sdmple and honest man sho
puit R bt it his whock, "1 alwiys fned i
it all [ believed n inte my weerk: 1§ ¢nn
work if one sirbves to better one's self 13
trlisd o be better than John, He was THARESS
eO making L Angelico Eh:il.:r\ | ium [:";'l.||_
and T'm making my gultar, 115 mob o e
same beviel as a competithve sport or soms
thing. Ihe |:-||I3. ;-:lr|||u'rili-:|||. thant shoaid & ._
place I5 with yourself, | want o share thath |
make good instruments for plavers who
A ke ared respec e, 15y |q'.||1.l:|r|=.l; '-.'
instrument they realize me. This 15 & Wl |
can hopefully make the world a better pla

Firny, vou dehnitely made our

wiorld o beter place,



